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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1- 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sasaki (US Pat. 
No. 6,226,447). 

Regarding claim 1, Sasaki discloses a host system used in combination with a driving 
apparatus for recording information on an information recording medium and reading 
information recorded on the information recording medium (see abstract), the host system 
comprising: 

an instruction generation section for generating an instruction including designation 
information designating an operation type of an operation to be performed by the driving 
apparatus (see col. 6 lines 14-67), and advanced notice information indicating whether the 
operation type of an operation immediately subsequent to the operation designated by the 
designation information is the same as the operation type of the operation designated by the 
designation information (see col. 1 1 lines 37-54);and 

an output section for outputting the instruction to the driving apparatus (see col 6 lines 

35-55), 
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wherein the operation type is either one of a recording operation of recording information 
on the information recording medium or a reading operation of reading information recorded on 
the information recording medium (see abstract and col. 7 lines 1-25). 

Regarding claim 2, Sasaki discloses the operation type designated by the designation 
information is the recording operation, the output section outputs information to be recorded by 
the driving apparatus on the information recording medium together with the designation 
information (see col. 6 lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Sasaki discloses an input section for receiving, from the driving 
apparatus, information read by the driving apparatus from the information recording medium 
(see col. 8 lines 37-50 and col. 9 lines 1-9). 

Regarding claim 4, Sasaki discloses a reproduction section for reproducing the 
information received by the input section from the driving apparatus (see col. 10 lines 21-34). 

Regarding claim 5, Sasaki discloses an information input section for receiving 
information to be recorded on the information recording medium (see col. 10 lines 18-28), 
wherein the instruction generation section includes: 

a memory section for temporally storing the information received by the information 
input section before the information is output from the output section to the driving apparatus so 
as to be recorded on the information recording medium and for temporally storing the 
information received by the input section from the driving apparatus before the information is 
reproduced by the reproduction section (see col. 8 lines 37-67); and 
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a processing section for generating the designation information and the advanced notice 
information based on a state of the memory section (see col. 6 lines 35-47, col. 7 line 63-col.8 
line 14 and 59-67). 

Regarding claim, 6, Sasaki discloses a driving apparatus used in combination with a host 
system, the driving apparatus comprising: 

a recording and reading section for recording information on an information recording 
medium and reading information recorded on the information recording medium (see abstract); 
and 

an instruction receiving section for receiving, from the host system, an instruction 
including designation information designating an operation type of an operation to be performed 
by the recording and reading section, and advanced notice information indicating whether the 
operation type of an operation immediately subsequent to the operation designated by the 
designation information is the same as the operation type of the operation designated by the 
designation information (see col. 6 lines 14-67 and col. 1 1 lines 37-54), 

wherein: 

the operation type is either one of a recording operation of recording information on the 
information recording medium or a reading operation of reading information recorded on the 
information recording medium (see abstract and col. 7 lines 1-25), and 

the recording and reading section determines whether the operation type of the operation 
immediately subsequent to the operation designated by the designation information is the 
recording operation or the reading operation based on the designation information and the 
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advanced notice information received by the instruction receiving section, and starts positioning 
for the determined operation type (see col. 6 lines 14-67, lines 56-67, and col. 1 1 lines 37-54). 

Regarding claim 7, Sasaki discloses a holding section for holding recording address 
information representing an address of the information recording medium to which the recording 
and reading section is to record information and reading address information representing an 
address of the information recording medium from which the recording and reading section is to 
read information (see col.l 1 lines 37-54), 

wherein the recording and reading section starts positioning for the determined operation 
type based on the recording address information or the reading address information 
corresponding to the determined operation type (see col. 7 lines 35-44). 

Regarding claim 8, Sasaki discloses the positioning for the determined operation type 
includes at least one of position shifting of the recording and reading section to the address 
represented by the recording address information or the reading address information 
corresponding to the determined operation type, and rotation adjustment for adjusting a rotation 
speed of the information recording medium to a rotation speed corresponding to the address 
represented by the recording address information or the reading address information 
corresponding to the determined operation type (see col. 7 lines 1-12, 25-35 and 56-62). 

Regarding claim 9, Sasaki discloses the recording and reading section starts the 
positioning for the determined operation type after the operation designated by the designation 
information is finished (see col. 6 lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 10, Sasaki discloses the operation type designated by the designation 
information is the reading operation and the determined operation type is the recording 
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operation, the recording and reading section starts the positioning for the determined operation 
type while performing the operation designated by the designation information (see abstract and 
col. 6 lines 56-67). 

Regarding claim 11, Sasaki discloses the recording and reading section performs the 
rotation adjustment while performing the operation designated by the designation information 
(see claims 5 and 11). 

Regarding claim 12 Sasaki discloses the reading address information or the recording 
address information held by the holding section is updated based on the designation information 
(see col. 8 lines 15-25, col. 13 lines 7-18 and claim 14), and 

the recording and reading section determines a rotation speed of the information 
recording medium corresponding to the determined operation type based on the determined 
operation type and the updated reading address information or recording address information, 
and adjusts the rotation speed of the information recording medium to the determined rotation 
speed (see col. 13 lines 46-62 and claims 5 and 1 1). 

Regarding claim 13, Sasaki discloses recording and reading section determines whether 
the positioning for the determined operation type is to be started while performing the operation 
designated by the designation information based on the reading address information and the 
recording address information (see col. 6 lines 14-34). 

Regarding claim 14, Sasaki discloses the determined operation type is the reading 
operation, the recording and reading section performs the operation immediately subsequent to 
the operation designated by the designation information after performing the positioning to the 
determined operation type (see col. 6 line 14-67 col. 1 1 lines 37-54). 



Application/Control Number: 10/002,414 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2616 

Regarding claim 15, Sasaki discloses the holding section holds the information read by 
the recording and reading section from the information recording medium (see abstract), and 

when the operation type designated by the designation information and the determined 
operation type are both the reading operation, and an error occurs while the operation designated 
by the designation information is performed, the recording and reading section determines 
whether the operation designated by the designation information is to be performed again based 
on an amount of information read from the information recording medium and held by the 
holding section (see col 1 1 lines 18-36). 

Regarding claim 16, Sasaki discloses the operation type designated by the designation 
information is the reading operation and the determined operation type is the recording 
operation, and an error occurs while the operation designated by the designation information is 
performed, the recording and reading section performs the operation immediately subsequent to 
the operation designated by the designation information without performing the operation 
designated by the designation information again (see col. 10 line 64-col. 1 1 line 36). 

Claims 17-32 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in claims 1-16 respectively 

above. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MEHRDAD DASTOURI can be reached on (571) 272-741 8. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Helen Shibru 
February 16, 2006 




